Uranus is one of the three outer planets of our solar system and is connected to higher universal thought and communication, to changed perceptions and it creates environments for higher learning and understanding. Uranus sees far beyond the physical, it’s view is from above; it rules future scientific ideas, technological ideas and invention, satellite transmission, wavelengths etc and it’s insights are usually revealed to us with a lightening jolt.  It is the higher octave of Mercury which is concerned with personal communication and personal connectedness.

As of April this year (2006) Uranus is at 13° Pisces and three years into its journey through the dreamy sub conscious waters of this constellation.  It leaves Pisces in April 2011 after an almost seven and a half sojourn. 
So how are the energies of Uranus modified by its passing through the radiance of Pisces?  
If we briefly look back at its previous movement through Pisces which started in early 1919 directly after the cease fire of the wasteful war years of WW1, we find a world in an immediate post war period which brought with it a somber disillusion.  This period raised such questions as “what to do now?”  “what was that all about?”  “where to escape to?”  and came up with solutions like “lets dream the dream”, “lets get drunk (legally or illegally)”, “lets dance all night till our feet bleed”, “lets go to the cinema and allow the screen gods talk” – all Piscean experiences.  At some level there was a search for self in areas of life deemed bohemian or experimental (Uranus/Pisces) because so called reality didn’t satisfy.  The roaring 20’s looked like a great escape, a relief from the horrors of war but with all these good times comes a degree of loss and a surrendering to its indulgences, responsibilities were left adrift, people sought ways to mask their fears. Did that generation find their own religion? 

Idealism and the sheer yearning that life had to become better than the previous decade was a powerful driving force. To embody a dream as in a film or a film idol or to understand the sub conscious as Freud and Jung attempted all gained momentum through the twenties. The dream of life was not just a dream but a Piscean state, one foot in the material world the other in the spiritual, or it was simply to ask the question “can we make up our own reality”.
As an artistic movement, the beginnings of Surrealism in France in the early 1920’s by Andre Breton and a number of brilliant artists such as Salvador Dali, Max Ernst, Yves Tanguey and Paul Klee embody this energy. This was an attempt by artists and writers to materialise their unconscious state. The attempt to relay what is beyond the physical state, to seek out the hidden world of dreams and illusions and not be constrained by earthly boundaries, to bypass the conscious mind that can interfere in the direct process from the unconscious. This movement quite intentionally caused shockwaves through the art world with their lewd, weird, erotic and passionate images, breaking open the boundaries of what was, what is and what now could be art, a very Uranian quality. 
Besides the changes in the art world, this period also saw some significant and sometimes innovative events.  Among them were:  
· Cinema in 1922 has sound, increasing the belief/fantasy for the audiences.

· The Charleston dance, a great escape.

· Radios become a more common feature 
· Psychoanalysis increased as a treatment

· Hypnosis or the search for altered states

· Prohibition
· People starting to wear sensible clothing, suddenly looking different
· Women going to work – Gaining financial and personal power
· Crime, and the power and romanticism of the gangsters  
all of the above are wonderful examples of the Uranus in Pisces energies.
On another level, The League of Nations, (although not a success in itself but as a fore runner to the United Nations) was an idealistic Aquarian/Piscean/Uranian idea of global unity started by Woodrow Wilson in January 1919.

The attempt here is to show how people searched for unconventional ways of finding a belief system for themselves, of finding euphoria and ecstasy and doing so through an idealised view of the arts, or the idolisation of screen actors or in a worst case scenario through alcohol or mind altering substances.   
Someone coined the phrase “Awaken your dreams” a wonderful catch cry for Uranus in Pisces. How is this, if at all, being manifested as we are about a third of the way through this Uranus/Pisces journey? There is of course much happening on our planet and it is difficult to attribute events to just one particular planetary energy.
If we are to take note of what makes the headlines on a global scale we find the war in Iraq, impending terrorist threats, global warming and climate change, finite energy resources as the main current issues. The ever changing social versus legal states such as the allowing of gay marriages in Britain, which in a secular state is ultimately just accepting what we as human are and do and have done for centuries.  Minority groups are visibly becoming players on the world scene for example some smaller ex-Soviet states are still battling for independence.   Those who were deemed as less than are being seen as part of.  Relating this back to our Pisces/Uranus idea we see that the Pisces state is one of accepting all and merging all people into a greater collective universe, fighting for independence is Uranian.    
Ten days after Uranus entered Pisces the Sun moved into Aries – at the same time the US military moved into Iraq looking for elusive WMDs to quell the pain of the 9/11 attacks.  Ultimately that whole episode left us with a state of confusion as to who the enemy actually was, what are they searching for, what the actual agenda was, if any?  Illusion and despair, hidden enemies are all Piscean states. 
Some allude to a hidden agenda – oil, strategic global positioning, political superiority, religious superiority???? or perhaps an arena to test the techno perfect, computer accurate, shock and awe technology employed by the Americans.  All that invention as barbaric as it is, yet quite technologically inventive, is all Uranian. 
The Iraqi war, and other terrorist issues, has been headline news since it started.  The war, and its consequences, does seem to override many other world events or at least colour them significantly.  The war has also brought up many other issues and one worth discussing is religion.
Pisces and Sagittarius rule religion and belief systems - Sagittarius from the point of view of the belief itself and Pisces through the setting up of the ideals surrounding most religions.  Interestingly Pluto, which is traveling through Sagittarius till the end of in 2008, is also about exposing and transforming religious belief. As we have quite clearly seen over the past ten years since Pluto moved into Sagittarius in 1996, most Christian churches have been exposed for their past abuses of their believers; subsequently the number of church goers and believers has dropped markedly over these years. 
Perhaps the search for truth is taking a more holistic approach. (Is this one of the early manifestations of Uranus in Pisces?)  In conjunction with Pluto in Sagittarius and possible Uranian flashes of inspiration especially regarding religion and the personal search for truth, could it be that we may develop another view of religion or shift from it completely when it is being offered to us the way it is.
Having God on your side no matter what one does, regardless of the consequences would be the belief of all religious groups. Piscean energy is about a state of belief and universal oneness and for some, for this union with God to take place the believer must be willing to sacrifice their own existence. Dissolving of the material state and the ego are Piscean states. The extremist zealot is Uranian. We are seeing this screened nightly across our TVs.
Although the western world is not directly in the firing line, the question still must be asked “what of the collective consciousness?”  Media and politicians use the term ‘war’ so we follow accordingly, are we a part of the great illusion?  Confusing times no matter what your belief system.  
What is apparent is that we are being forced to look at what we believe or to perhaps make changes to our lives because what served us well in the past now seems over used or insufficient. Even if some of the powers that be, seem intent on playing out and replaying old paradigms.

Interestingly, in regards to old paradigms being rigidly clung onto, the government in America has changed the science curriculum to include the Christian view of God calling it “Intelligent Design”, effectively bypassing a more objective view of life on earth, leaving science and evolution merged within the Christian view of the world. Does this mean if there are any significant scientific findings they are filtered through the Christian belief?  Could this be one very good example of science (Uranus) and belief (Pisces) temporarily existing together?  
Pisces being the last of the twelve zodiacal signs has the honor of winding up the cycle – so perhaps the rest of the Uranus journey through Pisces is about the search for a new collective consciousness. Is the next step to encompass all who are willing to explore and accept differences and pave the way for a fresh emergence of the individual when Uranus moves into Aries? 
Also prominent as it will be the Uranus in Aries first applying square with Pluto in Capricorn which could see us moving into more responsible and manageable communities, away from corporate institutions allowing the individual manageable authority in their community. (See Pluto in Capricorn article)
Uranus wants to reveal and awaken in us relevant truths about our experiences on planet earth. If one of the earthly experiences of Pisces is to dissolve boundaries and in this case religious. Then perhaps this battle is with those who are resisting general holistic shifts in belief and consciousness. Those who are clinging desperately to their righteous belief that God is on their side alone.  

On a more positive note, are we awakening our dreams? If the Pisces /Neptune state represents the ultimate understanding crown chakra that all is one from the one source. Now that Uranus is nearly half way, are there attempts to see life on planet earth as the one living organism that we the living are precious spiritual beings      

We have recently seen more evident in the United States an increase in Christian fundamentalist belief, interestingly not progressive believers. Those who wish to still see the world in more simplistic right and wrong terms where the ultimate judgement of God is viewed through the sometimes murky view of a religious order.
Relating this to life on earth, it is the stuff of rebellion, alienation and the great shock and chaotic change that can turn what we once comfortably perceived as our reality flip 180° to reveal a new vital vision and direction, that if we choose to accept can enlighten permanently. Uranian energy ultimately seeks the expanse and freedom of a limitless sky allowing the space for originality and individuality.
. 
As Uranus moved into Pisces on 1st April 1919. The cross over period between Uranus/Aquarius & Uranus/Pisces saw the emergence of the Spanish Flu killing between 20-40 million in globally. The beginnings of this Uranus journey through Pisces sees millions surrendering to a flu virus that killed more than WW1. 
Dealing with the karma of the past and learning to surrender and let go of old realities that became apparent via the Uranus in Aquarian period. Now in Pisces journey were not just as an idea or concept, now employed through spirit, belief, illness, loss and the creation of images and fantasy.

