People use astrology for various reasons and indeed astrology covers a vast number of life situations.  It is by no means confined to personal readings.  For some people astrology can be used for financial prediction, for some it can be to assist in finding the best time and place to start a business, for some it can be to determine weather patterns.  For many though astrology is used as a tool to better understand themselves and to use that understanding to make life choices.  Some people are content with knowing personality traits that are revealed though birth chart readings, some wish to go further.  Some indeed are on a spiritual journey and seek the deeper meaning of life.  Astrology can certainly help these people as well.

Some of the big “life” questions those seeking spiritual truth often ask are: “what is the meaning of life” or “why am I here” or “what is my life purpose”.  Whilst the answer is as individual as the person, through various points in the birth chart, an astrologer can guide the seeker into areas of thinking that may help give some sort of guidance to answering these big “life” questions.
One way astrologers can work with their client in answering such questions is to look to the nodal story.
Nodes are points formed by a planet’s orbit crossing the ecliptic path.  Each planet has a node but for the sake of this article we will concentrate on the nodes of the moon – that being the point where the moon crosses the ecliptic path of the earth in its rotation around the sun.  When the moon crosses the ecliptic going in a northerly direction the intersection point is called the north node and likewise then when it crosses the ecliptic going in the southward direction it is called the south node.  This happens twice a month and occurs in exactly opposite signs of the zodiac.
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As with all the planets and zodiacal signs used in astrology there is a myth associated with the nodes which help us understand the significance of the nodes in the birth chart.  Unlike the planet and sign myths, the nodal myth is oriental in origin and comes from the story of the Celestial Dragon.
But just before we go into the dragon story, let’s further investigate the astronomy behind the nodes.  As can be seen from the above diagram we have three players in the making of the moon nodes – earth, sun and moon.  The interplay between all three and the position where the ecliptic paths cross determine the timing for the eclipses of both sun and moon.  There is quite a complicated mathematical process in working out the possibility of an eclipse but suffice to say for the purpose of this article that when a new moon falls within 0( and 9( 55( of the nodal crossing of the ecliptic we have a total solar eclipse.  With the lunar eclipse the orbs used are much smaller and require a full moon to be within 0( and 3( 45( of the nodal crossing for a total lunar eclipse to occur.
Just before we leave the astronomy another fact or two, the nodes move through each sign of the zodiac in an approximate 19 month cycle and their movement is about 3 degrees a day.  

Now if we return to our celestial dragon story and remember that for the people of those ancient times eclipses were viewed with much fear and trembling then the story of the dragon becomes a little clearer.  The ancients told the story that the celestial dragon did indeed swallow the sun (or moon, whatever the case) and then excreted it back out through its tail into the heavens to continue its journey.  The Hindus refer to the head of the dragon as Rahu and the tail as Ketu and westerns refer to Rahu as the north node and Ketu as the south node.
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If we place ourselves in the shoes of the ancients watching an eclipse taking place and we feel their fear and trepidation in the slow disappearance of the sun or moon then we can begin to understand the meaning behind the north node in our chart.  The north node is a place of unknowing – it is met with apprehension and uncertainty, for indeed when we take on the energy of our north node we are working with energies that are unfamiliar to us and require quite a significant amount of commitment and hard work on our part to manifest freely in our lives.  We may be as fearful as the ancients watching the sun slowly disappear from our sight.  And yet the rewards in working with these unfamiliar energies are greatly satisfying.  There is an enormous sense of achievement when we can successfully master that which is asked of us by our north node.
At the other end of the story though, we have the south node and again if we place ourselves in the shoes of the ancients watching the eclipse we can understand their great relief at seeing the sun or moon reappear in the night sky.  The south node then represents a place in our chart where we are most familiar with ourselves.  It is a point where we become complacent.  When the ancients were satisfied that the sun or moon would once again shine they returned to normal everyday life in the knowledge that all was as it should be and so with our south node we carry on life in ease and comfort.  The only problem with this is that when we stay at a point in our lives where there is no challenge we soon become bored and dissatisfied and so we come back to the test of the north node.
Steven Forrest is an evolutionary astrologer and writes of the south node:
“What survives the trauma of death and rebirth is not our factual memory – not our ‘mercury memory’ so to speak – it is our emotional memory: the ‘moon memory’.  (see moon article in astrology basics) We carry forward an underlying mood or attitude from the past.  Beyond that, at best we recall only fragmentary impressions of names, details, history ……….the moon carries the emotional memory intact, as perfect as a butterfly encased in glass ……. the heart’s memory is stronger than death, the mind’s memory is not.
The south node primarily represents unresolved wounds, tragedies, limitations, and failures from the past that potentially interfere with our ability to fulfil our soul-contract in this lifetime”

Yes we are entering the realm of karma and that is simply because the nodal story as is the myth tied up with eastern belief systems.  

The argument surrounding reincarnation is a matter for each individual.  For the purposes of this article though, reincarnation can also be viewed as a personal intrinsic habitual pattern of expression unique to each of us and yet familiar to many.

When astrologers look at the sign and the house position of the nodal story they are able to begin to piece together the story of one’s past and set a person on a path of learning how to become their best possible self.  For some that means balancing out karma, for some that means knowing what they need to do in order to leave this lifetime with a sense of achievement or accomplishment and for others it is simply enough to know the challenge of life.

To know your nodal story you may need to consult an astrologer, an ephemeris or a reputable astrology website (see links).

Below are the meanings for the south node in each astrological sign with an added last paragraph for what the north node asks of you.  This is a pure form of nodal interpretation and must be read in conjunction with your birth chart story for it to be meaningful on a personal level:
Aries 
You have spent many past lives in what can be termed “warrior” mode.  You may well have been a warrior in different formats – American Indian warrior, British soldier, African tribal fighter or the like.  Whatever the format the outcome is the same, you have perfected an art of a “you versus me’’ mentality.  You are constantly on the look out for the “enemy” in your life and if you can’t find one you will turn someone into an enemy or some event into a battle field.  For you there is always a war going on and as a result you believe you need to have your wits about you at all times in case you are found off guard.  There is no time in your life for relaxing or socialising as you always need to be ready to go on the warpath at a moments notice.
Because of this training from past lives you have a strong tolerance to discipline and harsh environments.  You are a loner, for if the enemy where to find out too much about you they could use the information against you and kill you.  Again because of many lifetimes in this warrior mode you have developed a competitive, goal orientated and tactical nature.  You have had lifetimes of personal achievements, you have become self sufficient and independent to the extent that you no longer think you need others in your life.  
Because of your past lives, the art of setting up and running a household is a foreign concept to you.  How to make and maintain relationships is also an alien notion.  Because you needed to be ready to go to war at any time, relationships were mostly temporary, commitment to one person for any length of time doesn’t feature in your thinking patterns.  The challenges for you this lifetime are to master the art of relationships.  Learn to communicate and open up your thoughts and feelings to others and to trust that others are not going to use the information against you but in fact they will give you a great sense of freedom because for you the battle is over. 
Taurus 

The key to your past life was tradition – There was an almost stubborn adherence to past practices.  The saying “old habits die hard” also applies.

For you life was all about how things were done in the past.  You steadfastly held onto culture and family traditions.  

And the types of lives you led reflected this almost stubborn nature of following in the footsteps of those that had gone before you.  If you were not caught up in the family business you would have been busy in more traditional roles such as farming, building or tradesperson of some description.  Your choice was usually centred around hands on or manual types of work. 

These types of lifestyles not only suited you but you were usually very successful at them.  You worked hard and as a result you may have built up quite a wealthy income from your hard work.  This wealth enabled you to indulge in the finer things in life.  You experienced the pleasures and comforts of life, sating the senses – drinking, eating and the accumulation of material wealth.  

This lifestyle taught you two things.  One was to only rely on yourself if you wanted to get anything done or if you wanted to get somewhere in life and two you became accustomed to emphasising the material aspects of life at the expense of the psychological.  There was no concern for emotional or spiritual needs.  So long as the larder was full and the bank account in the black, life was good and there was nothing to worry about.  Life become quite rigid and habit forming.  While you kept busy you continued to add to the wealth and pleasure story.  You also became quite attached to your material possessions and wealth.  You became quite self sufficient.

This lifetime is about trying new ways of doing things, taking risks, letting go of the tendency to form habits in your life that you then tend to strictly adhere to.  It is about learning to listen to your intuition, listening to other’s advice.  In fact joining forces with others on all sorts of levels will give you a greater sense of satisfaction then setting yourself up to succeed using only your talents.

Gemini 

In past lives you were in positions where you needed to understand how others think.  You were constantly aware of others needs through your honed in ability to listen and hear others wants through their communication either with you or those around you.

You may have been a teacher in which case you will have tuned into your students needs so that you could best address their talents.  You may have been an orator – and in order to captivate your audience you needed to stay attuned to their responses.  You may have been a salesperson in which case to make the sale you will definitely have had to listen to the client’s requirements.

Your sense of self worth came from accurately interpreting others wishes – you prided yourself in understanding people so well that at times you could finish their sentences for them.  You were able to get along with anyone because of this ability to interpret people’s wishes.

Because of your attention to others needs you lost contact with your needs, you made the fulfilment of others desires your priority, your personal priorities were put on hold.  This need within you to be attuned to others meant that for you, your sense of values, truth and even opinions were all driven by others.  You very rarely held a belief of your own and even if you did not agree with what others were asserting, you dismissed your uneasiness immediately because you were so well trained in the art of closing down your ability to think things out for yourself.

This lifetime then is about finding your truth, being prepared to tune into your intuition and being prepared to follow that inner voice come what may.  Sometimes it may mean that you will need to leave people behind and venture out on your own so as not to be distracted from your life purpose this time around.

Cancer

The easiest way to picture your past life is to set yourself in the scene of a large greek/italian type family scene where all the cousins, aunts, uncles, grandparents are gathered for Christmas or a christening or wedding.  Your past life was entirely caught up in the family or the clan or a large household.  You developed a natural understanding of how families work and became emotionally attuned to the family needs.  You spent your entire life taking care of others and in turn the larger family took care of your needs.  The family became a little network in itself.  You did not need to go very far to have your needs met.  One brother may have been a plumber, a cousin may have been a dressmaker, an uncle had a farm and so within the family circle you were self sufficient.  What this meant for you was that you had no real need to involve yourself with the outside world, indeed as time went on you grew more and more fearful of the outside world.  While you took care of the family’s emotional needs they took care of your worldly needs.

Another outcome of this self sufficiency is that you fear rejection.  The outside world became large and ominous, a place to be feared, but this is mostly due to the fact that you didn’t understand it or work with it.  While you were safe at home you had no need to face those fears.

This lifetime though the challenge is leave behind the very real desire you have to heal the emotional hurts of others, especially those you love and learn to take care of yourself in the outside world.  Learn to realise your goals, see how well you interact with authority figures that in the past would have terrified you.  You carry a large family karma burden into this lifetime and your task is not an easy one but one that is full of rich rewards should you learn independence.

Leo

Yours is the past life everyone dreams of having.  You were a king or a queen, an emperor, a chief; in short anyone who had a VIP status of any description.  Your past life was one of privilege and wealth.  You became used to having others do your bidding – servants, secretaries, chauffeurs, valets.  You had a large entourage of people who took care of your every need.  One of the downfalls though, as with many people in these types of roles, was the more attention you received the more you wanted and so it may have been that your ego needed constant feeding – we see that still with some actors/actresses, people doing their bidding and constantly bolstering their self image.

Because of your elevated position you may have developed an attitude of arrogance and pride which may well not have been entirely of your understanding.  You may actually have taken it as an affront if others should not see it as a privilege to assist you in what ever way.  Likewise because of your position of power and/or wealth you may have been unaware of the influence you may have had over others.  You were just happy to play out the role chosen for that particular lifetime.  Indeed you may have been a generous, friendly and happy person.  This may have changed if the spotlight was not on you though !!

Because of your role in past lives you have the ability to see the bigger picture and have the gift of far sightedness. You were not concerned in the past with the mundane areas of life – getting up every morning for work was not in your schedule – and because of this freedom you had the chance to view life from a higher vantage point.  From this view point this lifetime you are able to concern yourself with humanitarian causes, not necessarily in a hands on role but more say a motivational speaker where you still get to be in the limelight but for the benefit of others this time.

Virgo

Your past life involved critical positions where exactness was required.  You expected yourself to perform at a peak perfection levels at all times.  In your chosen field, not only were you expected to perform perfectly but you added to this pressure a sense of urgency so it was pretty much a situation of working in high emergency areas that required your precise skills.

Areas in life where you may have practised these attributes were mostly in the areas of medicine.  In the more extreme cases you may have been a brain surgeon or heart surgeon – those types of medicine were exactness was required and a sense of urgency was present.  You may also have been a healer, doctor or nurse but still with the need for accuracy as in all the above cases people’s lives were at stake.

Another personal attribute that you developed along with the need for perfection was an acute self criticism.  You severely beat up on yourself regularly because for you nothing you did was ever any good enough.  Because of this attribute you spent much of your thinking time analysing, always working through situations with the possibility that something may be done better.  Your mental processes were in high gear at all times.  You were very hard on yourself.  You found it difficult, if not impossible, to accept praise from others for in your eyes something could always be improved upon.  

Likewise because you had things worked out so perfectly in your mind, because you had things planned out that they should be done a certain way, you flew into panic mode when things may have come up unexpectedly.  Life was good while you were in control and able to demonstrate your well thought out methods of coping with whatever situation you were in.  While there was no room for error, there was also no room for chaos.

The lesson for you this lifetime is to relax.  Allow the mind to enjoy life as it is – imperfections, faults and all.  Allow others to offer you advice on how things maybe done in less involved perfect way that may mean there could be time left over to experience life without the constant critical analysis working in through your mind.

Libra 

Your past life was centred around achieving successful relationships.  You developed tremendous sensitivity and awareness to the other’s needs, you used encouraging, gentle reassuring words.  You had a generous and loving nature. Your success lay in the success of your chosen other.  On the negative side you were unaware of boundaries, both your own because you always gave to the other or of the other’s boundaries because of your need to see the other successful.  Your generous spirit may not have always been welcome.  Others may have wanted to achieve success by themselves.  You see yourself as a team player always for the support and success of the other. 

You may have played out this role in several ways.  The most common one was that of a housewife.  For several centuries now and in most cultures throughout the world, women have stayed in the home environment and sacrificed their identity for that of their husband.  This suited you well.  You worked hard to ensure your husband’s well being and your self esteem was dependent on it.

You may also have been a secretary or an assistant of some sort.  Always the one in the background supporting the role of the other.

Likewise you may have been a counsellor where you supported others in their search for answers to life’s challenges.  As all good counsellors do, you encouraged others to improve themselves.  You taught others to be independent and self sufficient and from this you gained a sense of self worth.

Because of your past life being focussed on the other this life time you are expected to find your own identity.  You are asked to set your boundaries, find time for yourself, realise your dreams, set yourself goals and achieve them.

Scorpio 

In whatever manner your past life manifested it would have been one in which you drew your power from others who had a high status in society whether through title or by financial means.  You may not have ever established your own identity or your own career or been able to support yourself financially without merging your power and identity with another.

Possible ways that this past life was played out was that you were once a power behind the throne.  As a female you may either have been the Queen or the Courtesan behind the King or as a male you may have been the President’s chief advisor or confidant to the General of the Army.  In what ever capacity you were quite influential and you learned to feed from the energy, power and influence of the one you were either with in relationship or with whom you worked.  In return for your efforts you were cared for, your material needs were met and you never lacked for money or resources of any description.

Conversely you may have been the one with the power but if that was the case you will have abused the power and most probably been a person with quite a violent temper or one who abused others either mentally or sexually (or both).

Another manifestation is that you may have spent your lifetime in houses of “ill repute” – the business of prostitution or other “career” forms which have a sexual emphasis (whether male or female) may have been your choice of lifestyle.  In a similar fashion you may have been a drug addict or a drug dealer.

Another past life manifestation may have seen you as a psychologist.  You will have been very good at working out people – understanding their needs and motives and so able to predict their behaviour.  From that understanding you could have been in a situation of power.

You may have surrounded yourself with unstable people and found yourself caught in webs of intrigue – you were attracted to situations that would have been deemed questionable and yet you would have been happy to go for a ride through “hell”.  

Herein lies the challenge for you this lifetime - to learn that others will not necessarily look after you financially or shower you with gifts.  Intrigue, drama, sexual tendencies, drug addiction are all forms of distraction from the path to self realisation and self empowerment.

Sagittarius 

Your past lives have been centred around the pursuit of truth – what is truth, what is my truth, how do I live a life based on my truth.  You may have sought out your truth in either of two ways.  

One way was that you went on your truth journey alone.  You either became a sadhu in India, a wandering nomad in the desert, or became a hermit to sit and ponder, or as a hippie you went to live among nature.  These possibilities have one thing in common, you will have left all behind to seek out and live your truth.  Life may have become quite lonely and you may have been quite isolated from community and family but your need to seek the truth kept you from staying within the confines of such groups.

Another way you sought the truth was in the company of people who held similar beliefs and truth statements as yourself.  You may have joined religious groups such as the Buddhists, Moslems, Christians or Hebrews.  You may have joined philosophy groups and spent your life discussing the higher ideals of life.  Whilst you may have been in the company of like minded people your “world” would have been quite confined as you interacted only with those who understood your truth.

There was a tendency on your part to self righteous.  It was as if you had found the holy grail and you were at a loss to understand why others could not see life as you saw it.  Because you held the truth all others would have been classified as heathens, non believers, pagans and such.

Due to your complete focus on the pursuit of truth and once finding it your utter devotion to it you were unable to accept other’s ideas, truths or philosophies and so your thinking became quite narrow.  This lifetime you are challenged to listen to others opinions, focus on their understanding of life and as a result expand your truth.

Capricorn 

You have spent many past lives in situations that have called for abstinence and discipline.  Your life style was rigid, strict, set within stringent guidelines and under no circumstances did you deviate from this regime.  You prided yourself in ability to stay above frivolity, joyous response, emotional involvement in any way.  You may have been a strict disciplinarian and you expected people to either be like you or respect you for your ability to remain aloof.  Whenever you set the rules you were to be obeyed.

You may have lived within highly structured monasteries or convents that required adherence to a way of life that was deprived of human contact and devoid of sexual response.  Such an environment would have suited your need for strict unbending guidelines by which to live life.

Alternatively you may have been the head of a large household, you may have been a feudal lord or in more recent times you may have been a business person or politician.

In any of these capacities you will have been used to being in the spotlight.  You will have become used to people doing your bidding, obeying your orders, carrying out your wishes.  You will have remained apart from the day to day lives of those around you always one step removed.  Your private life was never discussed.  Your private thoughts and feelings were not even discussed with those who were close to you such as a wife/husband, second in charge.  This was all about appearances, staying in control, demanding respect, being seen to have all the answers.  

The challenge this lifetime then is to allow yourself the freedom to enjoy life, maybe even play the clown a little.  Relax and unwind, indulge the senses, commit to your emotional needs and let go of the need to do everything according to the rules.

Aquarius

In past lifetimes you were the classic observer of life, always standing on the sidelines watching and observing others interacting and you avoiding at all costs the draw backs of being in relationship with those around you.  You observed without seeking change – things were as they were.  You remained cool and detached and alienated, you spent much of your time interacting with the world around you on a level where you were one step removed from actual human interaction.  Whilst you may have preferred not to get too involved with others on a level that may have required a response on your part you still had a care factor for the human race but from a wider perspective point of view.  You will have spent your time fighting for humanitarian causes similar to such groups that operate now eg Greenpeace, nuclear disarmament, refugee rights etc.  You may also have been a scientist searching for cures to rid the world of illness and disease.  This would have fulfilled your need to feel involved with the world around you.  

Always driving your decisions was your fear of losing objectivity.   It was important to you that you remained one step removed from being drawn into involvement.

Because you spent so much energy dampening down the very real need we humans have to interact with others you not only lost your ability to connect with others but you lost your connection to your own inner child.  You starved yourself of play and fun and childish activity and so as life went on you became more and more withdrawn and fearful of others.

The challenge this life time then is to rid yourself of the need to remain detached and to fully throw yourself into all that life offers.  Learn to have fun, learn to involve yourself in the affairs of those around, learn to take risks, to maybe look foolish occasionally.

Pisces

Past lives for you were spent mostly in an effort to lose yourself in something or someone greater than yourself.

There were many ways you attempted this dissolving of ego.  You may have had a past life in a convent or monastery where you sacrificed your life for the greater good of the church while giving your life to god.  You may have been an artist, musician or poet whose life was overtaken by the pursuit of your art form.  You may have been on a spiritual quest forsaking all worldly associations in wanting to merge with a higher energy.  

In a more damaging way, you may have been drug or alcohol dependent, or you may have spent long terms in prison or confined in hospital or in an asylum.  In any of these manifestations, you still would have lost your sense of self but from a more destructive point of view.  
In all the possibilities the main theme is that you handed over responsibility for your life and welfare to others.  The reason in many cases that you would have chosen any of the past lives listed is because you were by nature a very sensitive soul and living in the world was very painful for you.  Mostly it was a case that you could not cope with the everyday demands of life so you hid in sheltered/structured environments.  You were unable to cope with confrontation, competition or strong reactions from others.

In which ever manner you chose to live in the past you will find yourself again in similar circumstances in this lifetime but this time around, you must learn to take back your responsibility for your own welfare.  If you spent your past lifetime in a monastery/convent, you will be challenged this lifetime to find you own way in the world and make worldly decisions like buying a home, maintaining a job, paying the rent all those duties that you handed over to someone else in the past they will now be yours to deal with.

As was mentioned before, the above explanations are interpretations for the south node by sign only.  Each person will have the south node positioned in their own birth chart in such a way as to further colour to their story and so indicate the individual’s life journey.  Therefore the nodal story must be read in conjunction with the other energies in the chart, never alone.

Should you be interested in better understanding your nodal story, Aquamoon would be more than pleased to assist you.  Past life readings are available for a fee of $75.00.  Please email us at info@aquamoon.com.au to arrange for a personal reading which can be done either face to face, over the phone or by mail/email.  

If you would like to know more about the energies of the nodes please also email us.
